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deputies, government officials and army officers. There is also
no doubt, however, that during the last ten years or so they have
been seriously neglected by the Iraqi Government. Little has
been done to improve the economic situation in their districts,
or to construct an efficient administration; the result has been
widespread poverty and distress in the last few years, which
produced the revolt of 1943. Few schools have been established,
and such civil and military posts as have been given to Kurds
have gone rather to Arabized Kurds than to those who are still
fully members of the Kurdish community. The first necessity
is for this neglect to cease. The Kurdish areas should be treated
equally with others in such matters as irrigation and public
health; more Kurdish officials should be appointed; and the
Kurds should be given full opportunity to express their needs
and grievances in Baghdad.

In so far as their unrest arises not from particular grievances
but from their desire for autonomy or even independence it is
more difficult to see what can be done. An independent Kurd-
istan does not seem possible at present, if only because Turkey
and Iran would scarcely consent to its being created. Kurdish ,
autonomy within the Iraqi State would raise serious problems,
in regard not only to relations between the autonomous adminis-
tration and the central Government but also to relations between
the latter and the Governments of the neighbouring countries.
The Arabs of Iraq in general would not willingly consent to the
grant of autonomy, since they would regard it as the first step in
tlie break-up of the Slate.

The Problem of Lebanon

The independence of the Lebanese RepuBlic has now been
recognized by the States of the Arab and the outer world; the
discussion of whether or not Lebanon ought to be independent
is therefore irrelevant for the moment, although it may be raised
once mope in the future. Similariy, the question of the Lebanese
frontiers is not urgent at present, since none of the various
sections of Lebanese opinion would permit such a changp, for
reasons which differ from one section to another. This question
also, however, may appear again after a time.

For the moment tfee urgent problem is tfaat of the internal
cfiviekjes of the eesmtry aad the consequent instability of ks
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